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AnnouncementsAccreditation
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing
Education is accredited by the Accreditation Council for
Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medi-
cal education for physicians. The Cleveland Clinic Founda-
tion Center for Continuing Education designates this live
activity for a maximum of 14 AMA PRA Category 1
Credits. Physicians should claim only the credit commen-
surate with the extent of their participation in the activity.
Participants claiming CME credit from this activity may
submit the credit hours to the American Osteopathic Associ-
ation for Category 2 credit.
Nurses
For the purposes of recertification and relicensure, The
American Nurses Credentialing Center accepts AMA PRA
Category 1 Credit issued by organizations accredited by
the ACCME.
Abstract Submission
The Heart Failure Summit invites you to submit abstracts
of original investigation for consideration in the Poster
Session on Thursday evening, October 18, from 6:00 PM
to 7:30 PM. Abstracts previously presented at other na-
tional or international meetings will be accepted. Ac-
cepted abstracts will be printed in the syllabus. The
deadline for submission is September 21, 2012. Ab-
stracts must be submitted by E-mail to mavi@jamiebel-
kin.com. There is no limit to the number of abstracts
a presenter can submit.AATS Online Award Applications
Now Available at www.aats.org, Deadline July 1, 2012
Second John W. Kirklin Research Scholarship 2013–
2015 provides an opportunity for research, training, andThe Journal of Thoracic and Carexperience for North American surgeons committed to pur-
suing an academic career in cardiothoracic surgery.
 Research program must be undertaken within the first
three years after completion of an approved North
American cardiothoracic residency.
 Applications for the scholarship must be submitted
during the candidate’s first two years in an academic
position.
 The scholarship will begin July 1, 2013, and conclude
on July 1, 2015.
 The Scholarship provides an annual stipend of $80,000
per year paid to the host institution for direct salary
support and related research expenses
Deadline: July 1, 2012
Evarts A. Graham Memorial Traveling Fellowship,
2013-2014 grants support for training of international sur-
geons who have been regarded as having the potential for
later international thoracic surgical leadership.
 Candidate must be a non-North American who plans
a cardiothoracic surgery training program in a North
American center and who has not had extensive
(exceeding a total of six months in duration) clinical
training in North America prior to submitting an
application.
 Candidate should have completed his/her formal train-
ing in general surgery and in thoracic and cardiovascu-
lar surgery, but should not have reached a senior
position.
 TheFellowship provides a stipendof $75,000US, ama-
jor portion of which is intended for living and travel
expenses incurred when visiting other medical centers
Deadline: July 1, 2012The Western Thoracic Surgical
Association
Applications for Membership
The WTSA Application for Membership is now online and
must be submitted electronically. A candidate’s application
must include the following uploads: A photo, a complete
curriculum vitae with bibliography, and the three most sig-
nificant articles that s/he personally wrote. The candidate’s
electronic membership application must be completed and
submitted online by March 1, 2012, and all support letters
uploaded by that candidate’s sponsors by March 31, 2012,
in order for the candidate to be considered for election
to membership at the 2012 Annual Meeting. Visit theWTSA Web site at www.westernthoracic.org to read
membership eligibility requirements and to initiate an online
application.WTSA 38th Annual Meeting
June 27–30, 2012
The Grand Wailea Hotel
Maui, Hawaii
Visit the WTSA Web site at www.westernthoracic.org
and:
 View the scientific and social programs;diovascular Surgery c Volume 143, Number 5 1237
Announcements Register before the Friday, May 18, 2012, Early Bird
deadline, and avoid a $100 increase in most registra-
tion fees;
 Reserve your hotel room before the Thursday, May 24,
2012, housing deadline (although it is possible the
block of rooms—or specific room types—set aside
for the Western will fill before this cut-off date, so
you are strongly encouraged to make your hotel res-
ervations as soon as possible); and
 Get complete details on venue activities and local
attractions.
SCIENTIFIC HIGHLIGHTS
Thursday, June 23, 2011
Breakfast Session*
A Balanced Approach to Operative Services Performance
Improvement Using Lean Methods
Lynn D. Martin, Seattle, Washington
Presidential Address
Robert C. Robbins, Stanford, California
Controversies in Thoracic Surgery
Gen Thoracic Surgery Is Best Taught in an I6 Program
Pro: Michael S. Mulligan, Seattle, Washington
Con: Joseph B. Shrager, Stanford, California
Friday, June 24, 2011
Breakfast Session*
How to Set Up a Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement
Program
Michael J. Mack, Plano, Texas
Postgraduate Course
Paging Dr. Moore, STAT
Arnold Milstein, San Francisco, California1238 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular SurSaturday, June 25, 2011
C. Walton Lillehei Point/Counterpoint Session:
Open Aortic Valve Replacement vs Transcatheter Aortic
Valve Replacement in the Low-Risk Patient
Open: D. Craig Miller, Stanford, California
TAVR: Gregory P. Fontana, New York, New York
* Separate Registration Required
SOCIAL HIGHLIGHTS:
Each registration includes access to Wednesday’s New
Members/Welcome Reception, Thursday’s Samson Fun
Run and Luau Theme Dinner, and Saturday’s Family
Luncheon and President’s Banquet. (Registered children,
ages 4–18, have access to supervised Children’s Recep-
tions during the New Members/Welcome Reception and
President’s Banquet.)
You may also supplement your Annual Meeting experience
with these events:
 Thursday’s Kayak & Snorkel Tour*
 Thursday’s Lavender Farm & Winery Tour*
 Friday’s Golf Tournament*
 Friday’s Tennis Tournament*
* Separate Registration Required
ACCREDITATION
This activity is being planned and implemented in accordance
with the Essential Areas and Policies of the Accreditation
Council forContinuingMedicalEducation (ACCME) through
the joint sponsorship of the American Association for Tho-
racic Surgery (AATS) and theWestern Thoracic Surgical As-
sociation (WTSA). The AATS is accredited by the ACCME
to provide continuing medical education for physicians.
This live activity will be designated for AMA PRACategory
1 Credit(s). Physicians should only claim credit commen-
surate with the extent of their participation in the activity.The American Board of
Thoracic Surgery
Notices
The part I (written) examination was held on December 3. It
is planned that this examination will be given at multiple
sites throughout the United States using an electronic
format. The closing date for registration is August 1 each
year. Those wishing to be considered for examination
must apply online at www.abts.org.
To be admissible for the Part II (oral) examination, a can-
didate must have successfully completed the Part I (written)
examination.A candidate applying for admission to the certifying exam-
ination must fulfill all the requirements of the Board in force
at the time the application is received. Please address all
communications to the American Board of Thoracic
Surgery, 633 North St Clair Street, Suite 2320, Chicago,
IL 60611 (telephone: 312-202-5900).Requirements for Maintenance of Certification
Diplomates of the American Board of Thoracic Surgery
(ABTS) who plan to participate in the Maintenance of
Certification (MOC) process must hold an unrestricted med-
ical license in the locale of their practice and privileges in
a hospital accredited by the JCAHO (or other organizationgery c May 2012
